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THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST FOR THE 
TURKS. : 


The readers of the Record have noticed frequent 
allusions in the correspondence of Dr. Isaac G. Bliss 
to the obstacles thrown by the Ottoman government 
in the way of printing and circulating the Scriptures 
among the Mohammedans of Turkey. By withhold- 
ing permission to print editions of the Bible, by de- 
manding that the title-page shall indicate that the 
books are designed for Christians only, by the arrest 
and imprisonment of men employed in offering Scrip- 
tures for sale in public streets, by the seizure and 
confiscation of their goods, by evasions and delays 
and prevarication when demands have been made by 
our embassadors for observance of treaty stipulations 
and rights guaranteed to American citizens, the 
Turkish government is doing all it can to thwart the 
benevolent aims of those who sincerely desire to 
_ make known to Mohammedans the beauty and power 
_ of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The missionary work in the Turkish empire thus 

: far has been in large measure devoted to nominally 
_ Christian peoples, and more has been done for Mo- 
_hammedans through the press than by the pulpit. 
_Dr. Joseph K. Greene takes the ground in The Mis- 
_ sionary Herald that the hour has now come when the 
' missionaries in Turkey should address themselves to 
the work of preaching the gospel directly to the 
Turks, and that the obstacles which formerly pre- 
vented direct labor for them have, at least in part, 
disappeared. In support of this view he presents 
these points: 
_ First, that Turkish converts, in demanding for 
_ themselves full religious liberty and protection, now 
stand squarely upon the law of the land. 
* Second, that Turks are no longer deterred from 
examining the claims of the gospel by the scandal 
of Oriental Christianity. 
Third, that by the wide dissemination of the 
Scriptures in the Turkish language the Turkish mind 

to a large extent, being brought into contact with 
_ Exceedingly interesting is his testimony respecting 


le in preparing the way for direct missionary 
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direct influence of Turkish translations of the 


It is estimated that at least *30,000 copies of the 
Turkish Scriptures in the Arabic character have 
already been put in circulation, mostly among the 
Turks themselves, and since 1866 the sales have 
amounted to some 5,000 copies a year. 

In not a few instances surprising results are known 
to have followed the careful reading of God’s word 
by Turkish inquirers, and the sum total of results of 
such widespread dissemination of the Bible among 
the Turks must be very great and salutary. 

In another connection he also says: 

Many Turks have learned to read the Bible in the 
Turkish translations, and have come to entertain a 
favorable view of the religion of the gospel; a few 
Turks have given evidence of conversion and been 
baptized, and several Turks are this day known to 
be suffering reproach and persecution for the name 
of Christ. 

The translation of the entire Bible into the Turkish 
language, its publication in the Arabic type, made 
familiar to the Osmanlis by their own current litera- 
ture, its gradual circulation in Moslem circles and 
even in Moslem schools, are preparatory processes 
like the ploughing of the furrow and the sowing of 
the seed, which call for further cultivation, and give 
reason to hope that in due time the harvest will be 
gathered in. 

_ The importance and value of this preliminary work 

is very liable to be underestimated ; but every con- 

sideration demands that it be done, and this is one 

of the objects for which the Bible Society needs and 
appeals for funds. Time. will show how wisely in- 

vested are payments made for promoting the circula- 

tion of the Holy Scriptures among Mohammedans, 


—_— 


THE LANGUAGES OF ASIA MINOR, AND 
THEIR STUDY AS RELATED TO 
MISSIONARY WORK, — 
(By Prof, Edward Riggs, D, D., in the Presbyterian Review.] 

The city of Constantinople is the point where the 
East and the West meet. Here European civilization | 
and Asiatic barbarism not only come in contact, but 
actually ddend. Here Oriental conservatism stands 
like an insuperable barrier against Occidental pro- 
gressiveness. * Here Mohammedan bigotry still pos- 
tures, rampant, with its oppressive foot upon the gasp- 
ing body of an emasculated and emaciated Christian- 
ity, Here the self-styled “Lord of two Continents 
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and Sovereign of two Seas” holds his absolute sway 
over a restless mass of unwilling subjects, composed 
of very numerous and widely differing nationalities. 
The natural consequence is, that we find this remark- 
able city crowded with a strange mixture of peoples 
and tongues, and there is no other city on the face of 
the globe where so many different languages are 
spoken by such large communities. It is veritably 
the modern.Babel. 
CONFUSION OF TONGUES. 

Without making any attempt to enumerate them, we 
may say that here are found all the principal languages 
of Europe—except, perhaps, the Scandinavian dialects 
—and all the languages of Western Asia, spoken, not 
by sporadic individuals but by large communities. 
You go into an ordinary coffee-shop in the vicinity of 
the bazaars, and listen fora moment to the muffled 
roar of the conversation. To the unaccustomed ear 
it all seems like one uniform and undistinguishable 
jargon. But yourexperienced guide will readily point 
out to you the various groups, each talking a different 
language, as well as marked by a distinctive costume. 
There is the wiry, dark-skinned Arab, with his deep 
gutturals and inimitable contortions of the vocal 
organs. And next him sits the oily-tongued Greek, 
with a rapid enunciation whose liquid tones are only 
exceeded in softness by those of the Italian who sits 
beyond, whose every word must end in one or more 
vowels. Then there is the burly Bulgarian with his 
surprising and impracticable combinations of conso- 
nants, and the Circassian with his peculiar clicks, and 
chirps, and hissings, the Armenian with his deliberate 
but nasal enunciation and harsh consecution of char- 
acteristic gutturals, and the Maltese with his strange 
mongrel, savoring of both Arabic and Italian. 


EACH IN HIS OWN VERNACULAR, 


Your guide will then take you through whole dis- 
tricts of the bazaar, occupied exclusively by separate, 
single nationalities, where you will hear their native 
languages in full chorus. Here the Persians are ex- 
patiating over their handsome rugs, or the quality of 
their tembeki—a peculiar species of tobacco—or their 
curious dry-goods and lacquer work. There a whole 
row of Egyptians or Tunisians vend their particular 
lines of imported goods, and jabber their particular 
dialect of Arabic. These porters who pass you on 
the street, sweating under immense burdens, manage, 
between the grunts with which they plant each foot 
for a new step, to jerk out a few sharp syllables of 
their own Koordish language. And this Russian- 
looking, thin-haired wagoner from Roumelia, with 
slanting eyes and high cheek-bones, amuses you by 
calling himself a “Krim Tartar,” meaning that his 
Tartar ancestors founded the great Crimean empire 
in Southern Russia ; and he retains the quaint, old- 
fashioned, simple Turkish of Central Asia ; while yon- 
der speculator in old clothes and the glazier with 
whom he is conversing in high tones belong to the 
race of Israel, but talk to. one another in the flowing 
accents of far-away Spain, slightly modified by He- 
brew associations, for their fathers were exiled from 
their Western home by their most Christian majesties, 
Ferdinand and Isabella, in the year that Columbus 
discovered the new world, | Parti 
. On the other side of the Golden Horn you will find 
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the Wall Street ‘and the Produce Exchange of Con- 
stantinople, and here you will see Greeks and Arme- 
nians bidding against Italians and Frenchmen, and 
Germans and Hungarians, Russians and Poles, all 
talking in their separate knots on the street cornexs, 
in their own native tongues, andi with each other in 
Greek or Italian, Turkish or French, as they happen 
to find most convenient. 
SPEAKING IN OTHER TONGUES. 


Thus it occurs that every one who resides long in 
the Oriental capital finds himself necessarily and in- 
sensibly imbibing more or less of several of the lan- 
guages by which he is constantly surrounded. And 
it is no uncommon thing for children brought up in 
what is commonly supposed to be the most polite 
society of Constantinople to acquire, without any 
effort, a fluent speaking knowledge of six or eight 
different languages, which they will speak with per- 
fect ease and faultless native accent, though of course 
with a limited vocabulary, and they never mingle one 
with another; while the professional dragoman or 
interpreter will actually converse freely and with more 
or less accuracy in from fifteen to twenty several 
tongues ! 

This polyglot character belongs peculiarly to the 
capital, yet in almost all parts of the empire there 
exists more or less multiplicity of languages, and 
nearly every foreigner finds a certain degree of famili- 
arity with two or more of these to be a necessary con- 
sequence and inevitable accompaniment of a pro- 
longed residence even in the provinces. 


SURVIVAL. 


The Turkish is che language of the empire, in which 
all public official business is transacted, and it is the 
common language of trade in a very large part of the 
country. But alongside of this each nationality—of 
native subject races as well as foreigners—keeps up 
with scrupulous care and deep affection the domestic 
use of its own traditional language. In some regions 
which bear most deeply the marks of the intolerant 
spirit of the Mohammedan invaders, the native lan- 
guage of the people was wholly wiped out and the 
Turkish substituted, even where the subject races 
have clung to their own religious faith. This is the 
case in large regions of Central and Southeastern 
Asia Minor, while in other places, as in some of the 
Greek islands and in certain parts of Bulgaria, the 
predominating influence of the Christian language 


has caused the Turks themselves, who were in a. 
small minority, largely to drop their own language 
and use that of the subject race, or to speak their 


own language with a decidedly Greek or Bulgarian ~ 


accent. In some few instances there has been a sort — 


of interchange of languages among the subject Chris- 


tian races, as where some Armenian colonies on the © 


coasts of Asia Minor have lost their ancestral lan- 


guage and adopted the local Greek; while it is said 


that a few Greek villages in the region of Brusa use 


only the Armenian language. It may be doubted, 


however, if these persons are not originally of the 


Armenian race, and thus have retained their national 


tongue while they have yielded to the pressure of 
period 


their religious surroundings, and at some early 
have become united with the Greek Church. | 


In the interior of Asia Minor, where are established — 


y 


™~ 
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some of the most’successful and most interesting Mis- 
sions of the American Board, the linguistic problem 
is relieved of some of its complications; yet to one 
who has been accustomed all his life to plain Anglo- 
Saxon, it is somewhat confusing to hear preaching in 
one language, school recitations in another, and mar- 
ket bargaining in yet another; and still more embar- 
rassing is it to try to do his own share in each line. 
THE TURKISH. 

In general terms, it may be said that the languages 
of Asia Minor are the Turkish, the Armenian, and the 
Greek. The Zurkish is known to some degree by 
almost every individual, and words from it are very 
extensively incorporated into the other languages as 
familiarly spoken by the common people. It is orig- 
inally a Tartar dialect, brought from Central Asia by 
the tribes which, six hundred years ago, came down 
from their wild steppes to carve out for themselves 
such a wonderful history. The Seljukian Turks had 
originally an almost identical language; but, unlike 
their younger cousins, the Osmanli or Ottoman Turks, 
they considered it too rude for public inscriptions, 
and adopted the Arabic, the classical language of 
Mohammedanism, as the language of their formal doc- 
uments, as witness the inscriptions on their wonder- 
fully beautiful buildings in Koniah, Sivas, Erzroom, 
Amasia, and elsewhere. The Ottoman Turks adopted, 
not the Arabic language but its alphabet, adapting it 
to their own language, and immediately began enrich- 
ing their own primitive tongue out of the limitless 
stores of that cultured tongue, very much in the way 
that the English language has been enriched by the 
adoption of words from the Latin. Almost all the 
scientific terms in use are Arabic, and many other 
words of very common use. In general, the original 
Arabic form of the word is exactly retained, with ‘such 
slight alteration in pronunciation as the genius of the 
language required ; and many phrases and combina- 
tions of words have also thus been bodily incorporated 
into the language ; yet it constantly retains its marked 
Turkish character and tone. Another source of 
wealth was opened to the Turkish language on an- 
other side in the cultured and flowery Persian lan- 
guage. From this source the Turks have taken most 


of the terms and imagery of their poetry. Thus it 


comes about that for a thorough literary knowledge of 


the Turkish there is demanded a fair elementary 


knowledge of both Arabic and Persian. 
In its contact with the more western languages the 


Turkish has adopted a few, but comparatively very 
_ few, words from the Greek and Italian, and these very 


i 
° 


largely in affairs of seamanship, where they had orig- 
inally zo native vocabulary. 

The proportion of the number of words in the fia 
guage belonging to the several classes mentioned 
above has been estimated from advance sheets of a 
large and elaborate lexicon of Turkish into English, 
which i is now in process of preparation in Constanti- 
nople. It stands as follows (approximately): Arabic 
words, 35,000 ; Turkish words, 28,000; Persian, 13,000; 
other foreign words, 3,000; total, 79,000. This must 
not be understood as representing the proportion of 
words as actually used. 
a et Fae IE Ra SOO See RLS Saas ae a OS Ba 
' Like all other languages, the Turkish has its aia 
Weeks, and men are often sc ai as init from 
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the capital, or from one or another of the provinces, 
simply by their pronunciation and choice of words 
and idioms, Yet, after all, the genius of the language 
is one, and the standard in most of the essentials is 
fixed, and has been for centuries. This leaves room 
for great variety of style in composition, and you find 
some writers affecting a pompous Johnsonian plethory 
of Arabic words, and others will garnish their sen- 
tences with an excess of Persian words and construc- 
tion. But the tendency of this age of newspapers and 
literature for the people is clearly toward a chaste, 
clear, and vigorous use of all that is purely Turkish, 
but resorting freely to the tributary languages when 
compelled by the poverty of the original stock. 

When the Turkish came in contact with the Arabic 
it was still an unwritten language, and, with the Mo- 
hammedan religion, the Turks adopted the sacred 
Arabic character. This may be viewed as something 
of a misfortune, because the alphabet fails fully to 
express the Turkish sounds. They have modified it 
to some extent, but still it is inadequate, though they 
themselves appear to be largely unconscious of the 
fact. The language, however, is in constant use by 
those who are not Turks. Large communities of 
Armenians and Greeks use no other language, and 
these nationalities have accommodated their own 
alphabets to the expression of the Turkish speech. 
Hence arise what are called the Armeno-Turkish and 
the Greco-Turkish. These, however, must never be 
called languages, but merely modes of writing the 
one language ; and every departure from the models 
of Turkish style to accommodate it to the idiom or 
habit of another language is to be condemned as mon- 
gre] and bastard. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


LETTER FROM DR. BLISS. 


CONSTANTINOPLE, July 24, 1886. 


one of the prominent Evangelical Armenian pastors 
in Bythinia made a tour in his field not long since. 
In a recent letter he refers to that tour, and gives the 
following items to encourage us in our Bible work. 
In one place he saw a priest who had just been 
ordained. In conversation with this priest he found 
that he had no Bible, and had never even read that 
holy book. This pastor, on his return home, gath- 
ered the little girls of his congregation and told 
them of this priest, and of his utter unfitness for his 
work without a Bible. The hearts of these little 
girls were much moved, and they gathered money 
and bought a Bible to present to the priest ; making 
the gift conditional upon a promise that he fail not to 
read the blessed book every day. The condition 
was accepted and thé book given. These little girls. 
will keep their eye on the man, and pray that he may 
learn from God’s word how to ene his duties 
as an ecclesiastic. 

The pastor was greatly encouraged by finding an- 
other priest, who, in addition to his duties as a priest, 
was teaching a class of girls. Impressed with the 
value of God’s word to all, he was using his influ- 
ence with these pupils to read the Scriptures in their 
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vernacular. The pastor was delighted to find that 
these girls were becoming quite well acquainted with 
Bible truth, 

In another place he found a Bible in the public 
bath of the town, deposited there by some friend 
of the divine word, in the hope that the visitors 
might be inclined to read the book and be led to 
love and obey its teachings. 

In still another place he found a Greek who was 
formerly a very bad man, having given himself up to 
drunkenness, thieving, and other evil practices. This 
man had been persuaded to obtain a New Testa- 
ment and read it. The result was, that he became 
a Protestant and changed his whole course of life. 
The New Testament is now his constant companion. 
He carries it with him wherever he goes, reading 
from it every leisure moment. The great change in 
this man is noticed by all. The question goes around 
among neighbors and acquaintances, “What has 
happened to him? How is it that he has given up 
drunkenness and stealing?” When he frankly, but 
with great meekness and humility, tells them that 
the change has been produced by the reading of the 
precious words of Christ, their marvel is great. We 
trust that many will follow this man’s example and 
be alike benefited. 

Very pleasant items still come from Bulgaria, show- 
ing that the Bible work done among the soldiers was 
most opportune. It seems that one of the distribu- 
tors thought that it would insure fair treatment to 
the Scriptures if he required each man who received 
a Testament to sign his name in a book that he kept 
for the purpose. This was done, and he is now able 
to trace some of these New Testaments. Expressions 
of gratitude to the Society which allowed such kind- 
ness are still heard. Some of the officers who called 
out their soldiers in divisions to receive these gifts, 
have said that the books were almost as needful to 
the soldiers as provisions. As the months go by we 
shall hear again and yet again from this work done 
in faith among the soldiers of Bulgaria. 

Yours truly, Isaac G. BLIss. 


THE SCRIPTURES AMONG THE NES- 
TORIANS. ° 

The semi-centennial celebration of the commence- 
ment of missionary work among the Nestorian 
Christians of Persia and Turkey was held in Oroo- 
miah in July, 1885, and among other addresses in 
Syriac one was made by. the Rev. W. L. Whipple, 
the Agent of the American Bible Society, respecting 
the part which the printed Scriptures have had to 
do in the work of evangelization during the past fifty 
years. In the course of the address, he said : © 

You will hear, no doubt, from others with what 
difficulties the first missionaries had to contend to 
reduce your spoken language (the Syriac) to a gram- 
matical and printed form, and on this I therefore 
shall not dwell. Suffice it to say, that when the 
translation of the New Testament into Modern Syriac 
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girls, have this gift? They must be well up in the 
thousands. Has not the entering of His word given 
light? Then again, at that period there were no 
schools nor printing presses, and only a few rare and 
old copies of the Bible in the Ancient Syriac. These 
manuscripts were guarded so satredly that scarcely 
any one but the priest or deacon, where a church 
was fortunate enough to possess a copy, was per- 
mitted to read it. And the common people could 
not ‘read it, even had permission been granted. 
More frequently it was regarded as a talisman both 
by Mussulmans as well as Christians. The former 
have come as far as fifty miles to take an oath on 
it, considering it even more sacred than their Koran. 
But note the progress made since that time. The 
entire Bible has been printed both in the Ancient 
and Modern Syriac. The New Testament in both lan- 
guages is in a very convenient form, and is so cheap 
that even the poorest day-laborer can afford to buy 
a copy. It is now used as a text-book in the numer- 
ous village high schools and colleges, both male and 
female, and thousands of copies are sold annually, 
to say nothing of Scriptures in other tongues, such as 
Persian, Turkish, Arabic, Hebrew, Greek, Armenian, 
Russian, German, French, and English. 

In 1852, the Old Testament with the Ancient and 
Modern Syriac in parallel columns was issued from 
the press in Oroomiah. Three years later an edition 
of the Old Testament in Modern Syriac, with mar- 
ginal references, was printed at the same press. The 
two editions amounted to about 2,500 copies. The 
former edition is exhausted, and the latter nearly so. 
Subsequently an edition of the New Testament in 
both Ancient and Modern, in larger type, was printed. 
This edition was very popular, and sold rapidly. A 
thousand copies of the Psalms in the ancient lan- 
guage were long since sold out. Other editions of 
portions of the Syriac Scriptures, amounting in round 
numbers to 5,000 volumes, have been issued from the 
Oroomiah Press from time to time. ~— 

In 1864, the beautiful New York edition of the 
Modern Syriac New Testament and Psalms appeared. 
The copies were bound, some in cloth, some in roan, 
and some in morocco with gilt edges, making as 
beautiful a volume as can be found in any language. 
The prices were made to suit the capacity of the 
people to buy, and the cheapest was within the reach 
of all. It was very favorably received. as you all 
know, and continues to receive praise from all 
classes. This was followed in 1875 by an edition of 
the Ancient Syriac Testament and Psalms, also from 
the New York press. “4 

I venture to say that no other nation is better sup- 
plied with the precious Bible than your own, and 
many persons have expressed to’ me their sincere 
thanks to the noble Society, the American Bible 
Society, through whose grace this rich boon has 
been conferred upon their nation. You have received 
this as a loan, I will not say a gift; for the time is 
coming, I believe, when from your people will flow 
out rich and spontaneous offerings of your means, 


as God may prosper you, to help this Society extend — 
the same blessings to other nations in ignorance and 
want. These offerings will proceed from grateful 
and appreciative hearts, as tokens of your love and 
gratitude for the inestimable blessing—the Hol 


was commenced very few of the nation could read. 
The men numbered less than fifty, and but one 
woman had attained that accomplishment. Now 
how many, not only men and women, but boys and 
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Scriptures in your own tongue, and at such a price 
that all can have a copy. 


PROGRESS. 
If we compare the progress made from 1840, when 


the first edition of Syriac Scriptures was struck off 


by the Oroomiah Press, up to 1880, when the super- 
intendence of Bible distribution for Persia was placed 
in my hands, embracing a period of forty years, with 
the second period, from 1880 to 1885, a period of five 
years, we shall be surprised as well as gratified, 
no doubt, to see the advancement made. In the 
first period about 20,000 volumes were circulated, 
valued at about 2,500 tomans, (or 5,000 dollars), selling 
price here, while within the second period more than 
20,000 volumes were distributed, of which over 18,000 
were sold for cash, the remainder granted ; the whole 
amounting in value to nearly 2,500 tomans. In other 
words, there were as many Scriptures circulated with- 
-in the past five years as there were within the period 
of forty years previous! 

Here is another milestone by which progress can 
be recorded. When first I took charge of the book 
department, twelve years ago, being then connected 
with the Presbyterian Board and living at Oroomiah, 
the account for the previous six months sent to Dr. 
Bliss, of the Levant Agency, showed that only about 
seventeen tomans’ (or thirty-four dollars) worth of 
Scriptures had been sold. That also included sales 
for all Persia; for at that time Oroomiah was the 
only station in Persia, and we sent our colporteurs 
in all directions, some as far as Tabreez, Teheran, 
Hamadan, Ispahan, Bagdad, and Nineveh or Mosul. 
Even making allowance for colporteurs absent_on 
distant tours J do not believe the sales for the entire 
year amounted to fifty tomans. What progress do 
we now see? There are now five central stations, 
viz., Oroomiah, Teheran, Tabreez, Hamadan, and 
Salmas, besides seven other outstations, all of which 
are distributing centres for the outlying districts. 
In place of fifty tomans annual sales then, we now 
circulate in the neighborhood of about 5,000 vol- 
umes of Scriptures each year, of the value of 600 
tomans ; and instead of employing three or four men 

a portion of the year, we now have on an average 
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We also have bookstores in Meshed and Goom, 
held sacred by the Moslems, in Hamadan or ancient 
Ecbatana, a sacred city of the Jews, which is be- 
lieved to contain the tomb of Queen Esther and 
Mordecai, and in many places of less note. Isfahan 
is occupied by Dr. Bruce, of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, who also has a depot at Bagdad. 
From these various centres Scriptures are sold to 
parties living in Persia, Turkey, Russia, Bokhara, 
Afghanistan, Turkistan, and India. 
SPIRITUAL WORK DONE BY THE COLPORTEURS. 


These facts and figures represent, it is true, some 
of the most patent results, as far as sales and grants 
of God’s word are concerned, made through the 
agency of faithful colporteurs, toiling up and down 
mountains and over dreary plains, in the intense 
cold of winter and burning heat of summer, amid 
perhaps more discouragements and oppositions than 
are found by any colporteurs in any part of the 
world. But these figures do not represent the many 
discussions with Moslems, Jews, and adherents of 
corrupted Christian faiths; nor the kind words of 
love and consolation to those who seldom hear the 
faithful messenger of Christ. It is impossible to 
reduce to writing the results of such spiritual efforts. 
They will not be fully known until the great day of 
final accounts when all things will be made mani- 
fest and a true value placed upon them, 

That day will also reveal what part you and I may 
have had in this blessed work of giving God’s word 
to the nations about us; whether by way of trans- 
lating, printing, superintending the work, distribu- 
ting, teaching, living it out in our lives, or giving 
of our money to help it along. If we have no money 
to give—and that implies even greater poverty than 
the poor widow mentioned by our Lord, who gave 
only fwo shahies, but her all—we can, at least, give 
our prayers that God will bless and prosper abund- 
antly this work, and that the promise recorded in 
His word may be fulfilled: “My word shall not 
return unto me void, but shall accomplish that which 
I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereunto 
I sent it.” 


‘twenty-four men who devote their whole time to 
‘Bible distribution. As we review these facts we 
certainly have great cause for thanksgiving and en- 
-couragement ; and can take fresh courage and stimu- 
lus for the work of the years before us. 


7 SUMMARY OF THE WORK IN PERSIA. 


: Within the past five years there have been put 
in circulation 2,147 Bibles, 9,436 Testaments, 8,So2 
Portions, or a total of 20,385 volumes, valued in 
round numbers at 5,000 dollars. Or since the be- 
uing, Over 40,000 volumes in more than fifteen 
languages, valued at 10,000 dollars. If possibly 
5,000 copies have been used up or destroyed, there 
yet remain 35,000 silent but powerful and constant 
preachers, many of which have entered places where 
no human preacher has entered or can enter. 

Nearly all the strategical places in Persia are now 
occupied. We have bookstores well supplied with 
criptures at Tabreez the metropolis, and Teheran the 
tal of Persia. Also at Oroomiah, where there 
“such an extensive work among the Nestorians. 


CHINA. 

Mr. Bagnall says : 

The last few days of March were spent in visiting 
some places that I had not been to for over three | 
years, and it was pleasant to find that I was remem- 
bered at most of the towns. At several markets I 
had opportunities to sell books to people from the 
surrounding country. The main road east of the 
capital was made quite lively, as the people were pre- 
paring a road for the young emperor to go out to the” 
eastern tombs to worship the spirits of the departed 
emperors. This is his first public act, Although 
the road was full of officials, soldiers, and runners, 
with more than the usual galloping about, not a single 
unpleasantness was experienced during the few days 
J was among them. ; 

The last night on the road I could not get a room to 
myself at an inn, and my room-mate had his opium 
pipe and apparatus on the sleeping-place between 
himself and me. Notwithstanding his habit he was a ~ 
friendly old gentleman, and had heard the gospel at 
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the T’ong-Chow Street chapel. We had quite a long 
talk, and he seemed willing to believe much of the 
Bible teaching, but not willing to give up all his hold 
on idolatry. 

During the month I visited six cities and ten towns, 
attending five markets and travelling 985 4; but my 
sales amounted to only 372 books. 

Having only returned to Peking on the last day of 
March, I remained in the city until near the middle of 
the month, when I started for a few days’ trip north 
of Peking. As I had not been in this direction for 
about three years, I felt it was about time to visit the 
district again, especially as I expect to go on a more 
extended journey after returning. 

My first day brought me to a quiet little city, where 
I spent the following forenoon, but with little success 
as regards sales. There being theatrical performances 
at a large temple, I took books on the grounds; but 
I do not think I sold a single copy, although on the 
road leading to the place I disposed of a few. Leav- 
ing this city our road lay near a pretty range of hills, 
through fertile land, on which the farmers were busily 
engaged sowing their spring crops. Arriving at a 
town in the evening, we met the local militia return- 
ing from drill. As might be supposed, they were 
inclined for a few jokes at the foreigners’ expense ; 
but they were quite friendly, and not uncivil, so I had 
little reason for complaining. Getting to an inn, sev- 
eral people following us, I had good opportunities for 
speaking, and sold a few books. One man pretended 
to be very much interested, but a great deal of his 
conversation plainly showed that he was seeking 
assistance, or employment, and that real concern for 
his soul had little to do with his assumed desire to be 
taught. The next dayI met him in the market selling 
dried rats, which were supposed to have valuable 
medicinal properties. His feelings seemed to have 
undergone a great change from the previous evening, 
for he would not recognize me. 

From here I moved onward to another town, and 
attended market the following day, but as these places 
are frequently visited by members of the Presbyterian 
Mission, my presence caused no surprise, and my 
sales were not large. Leaving here, I went to the 
hsien city of Hwai-Row, which is prettily situated in 
a valley. Here we had a quiet Sabbath, and the fol- 
lowing day being market-day, we spent-most of it on 
the streets. 

Getting on again, we reached the south suburbs of 
Mi-Yin-hsien late in the evening, and were ready for 
the market next day, which was well attended. This 
city is on one of the chief thoroughfares leading into 
Mongolia, and has been visited quite frequently ; yet 
my sales were much better than at any other place 
during this trip. 

From here I commenced my return journey, and 
after this I visited one other city and two towns, 
and arrived at Peking on the 22d. Leaving again on 
the 27th, and after selling books on the road, finished 
the month at Tientsin. During the month I visited 
seven cities and eight towns, travelling 193 miles and 
selling 317 books. ; 

BE still and know that Iam God: I will be exalted 
among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth— 
Psalm xlvt. ro. j ‘ 
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EASTERN TURKEY MISSION. 
VAN, June 1, 1886. 
To the Secretaries of the American Bible Society + 


The twenty-third annual meeting of the Eastern 
Turkey Mission is held at Van this year, and has been 
an occasion of cheer and profit to all attending. 
Though the dark side of the work—the poverty of the 
people, the lack of employment, governmental oppres- 
sion, and denominational divisions—appears, it serves 
only as a background on which is seen more clearly 
the brightness of the progress made in the past year. 
Church members have increased, and from some 
places come the good news of revivals and conse- 
quent increase of the amounts paid for church, educa- 
tional, and benevolent purposes. The increase of 
pupils in the schools has been unprecedented, and 
thus the Bible reaches a large number of Gregorians, 
since the increase comes mainly from such families. 

Misses Seymour, Bush, and Ely have made exten- 
sive tours in Turkey, and Miss Van Duzee, from Sal- 
mos, reports many visits on that plain, where the 
word is listened to with joy and fixed attention. An 
aged man who formerly knew how to read has been 
laboriously helping his daughter, that thus together 
they may read the Testament. The number of Bible- 
women and colporteurs has been greatly increased, 
as after the visit of Mr. Bliss it was decided to appoint 
colporteurs, although formerly the expense had been 
considered too great in proportion to the sales. The 
plan sent by Mr. Bliss was approved by the Mission, 
and the work gives hope for the future, since it will be 
carried on with greater regularity of detail. 

From the Bitlis field comes the news that in the 
village of Capshen, where, last year, during the visit 
of Miss Ely and the teacher from the city, the Bible 
was struck from the hand of the latter by the priest, a 
school of forty pupils is established ; and many crowd 
to hear the words of that same dishonored book, 
while sixteen copies of the Scripturesshave been sold. 
A Koordish sheikh has bought a Bible, and when the 
people of a village on Moosh plain complained of the 
colporteur to Moussa Beg (the robber of Messrs. Rey- 
nolds and Knapp) he turned his books over eagerly, 
till, finding an Arabo-Turkish Testament, he ex- 
claimed, “That is what I have sought for years ;” and, 
buying it, he shook it in the face of the Armenian 
priest, saying, “Now you will see what I will do with 
this!” Other Moslems were led to purchase till the 
supply gave out. In the school the girls found over 
500 names applied to God and Christ, and Miss Ely 
tells of a little Gregorian girl who objected to reading 
again the story of the crucifixion, saying, “I cannot 
read it, for it makes me cry too hard.” Sf 

The past year there have been in the school eleven 
classes for Bible or catechism study, and the people — 
speak very enthusiastically of the training given by 
the ladies in the Bible, their examinations in that 
study being famous in Harpoot as well as in Bitlis. 

In Erzroom, Miss Cowers, by giving out questions 
to be answered by Bible references and by encour- 
aging the asking of questions about the Bible, has’ 
secured a decided deepening of religious interest. A 
young man who was three years imprisoned on a 
political charge, occupied his time in teaching his 
fellow prisoners to read and write. On being release¢ 


7 


September, 1886. 


he began to attend chapel and read the Bible, and, 
having been converted, so great was his desire for a 
Christian education that he worked at his trade at 
night, and thus attended the missionary school. He 
was continually persecuted by his family; but, hold- 
ing to the truth firmly, he has been turned out of his 
home and received as a boarder at the school, where 
he is fitting himself for a preacher. 

At Samaghar, in Russia, where the first Bible was 
carried from village to village hidden in a pack, and 
read only at dead of night, a few brethren have come 
out on the Lord’s side. One poor man was threat- 
ened by the mudir with banishment to Siberia. He 
persuaded the governor to read his Testament to see 
why he should be banished. The mudir after a few 
days returned the book, and said with tears in his 
eyes, “ You are right and I am wrong.” 

In Harpoot the Bible classes have increased in 
number, and in many instances in the school has the 
power of God’s truth been seen. A verse written on 
the wall often serves for a motto for a week, and 
merely pointing at the verse for the week serves as a 
reprimand or encouragement to those in temptation. 
The usual enthusiasm, we may even say more, has 
been felt in Bible study, and the Sabbath school les- 
sons have proved wonderfully well adapted to the 
pupils since the awakening in February. For all, 
much use has been made of maps, charts, illustrated 
Bibles, and pictures, while oral lessons to the little 
ones in the schools have never been so successful. 
Much might be said of the large number of verses 
recited by pupils every Monday morning, of the clubs 
of Gregorian girls for Bible reading which meet every 
noon and read books of the Bible as given out by 
various teachers, of the verses given as applicable to 
each girl to be written on paper and pinned up on 
the wall of her room, and of the new and blessed habit 
of various girls of speaking in the daily prayer-meeting 
of the verses which have been of special help to them. 

A boy from a near village was not allowed to 
remain over Sabbath at the school, because his uncles 
said: “He is our peacemaker; we always quarrel, 
and he takes his Bible and makes us obey and be- 
come reconciled. He must return Sabbaths, or our 
large house will quarrel and separate, and it will bea 
shame to us.” 

From Mardin, Mr. Gates reports an unprecedented 
state of attention to the word of God among the Mos- 
lems, and in Mardin-a circle of the followers of Islam 
gather at stated times to read the Bible. A Koordish 
sheikh has in that field also purchased a Bible. At 
Anah, on the Euphrates, a large colony of Jews was 
found by the colporteur, and as he had a Hebrew 
New Testament it was purchased, and the chief man 
_of the settlement invited the Bible-seller to read it in 
public. Mrs. Ainslie and Mrs. Gates have large Bible 
classes, and the former gave the mite society of Van 
an interesting account of the faithful labors of the 
Mardin Bible-woman. She refused to leave the house 
of a pupil when ordered to do so by a priest, and 
would have discussed with him had he allowed her to 
do so. Sometimes her pupils reach the height of 
reading in the New Testament after two weeks’ study. 
Mrs. Gates meets her Bible class during the week to 
tudy the Sabbath lesson, and has found it very prof- 
le. In the women’s prayer-meeting, each woman 
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in turn leads the meeting, Mrs. Gates closing with 
remarks. A special book is taken up for study, and 
this year many useful lessons have been learned from 
James and I. Peter. In the boys’ school Mr, Gates uses 
every Sabbath a catechism, prepared by Mr. Williams, 
and the answer to each question is a text of Scripture. 
Several in the Mission are hoping to prepare, with 
their pupils, such a catechism for the coming year. 

In Van, every Monday morning finds each pupil in 
the girls’ school reciting a portion of Scripture pre- 
pared on the Sabbath, and not even the most super- 
stitious of the Gregorians object to the truth thus in- 
culcated. Surely seed from the word will often take 
root. Every girl is an enthusiastic member of one of 
the three Bible classes, where the Old Testament, the 
Gospels or Acts, and the Epistles are studied. In 
the boys’ school is a pupil who was taken out of school 
by his Gregorian father for some time. One day he 
reappeared, and Dr. Reynolds learned that several 
priests had come to the house, and in discussion his 
pupil, with the Bible, had gained the victory. The 
father said to the priests: ‘‘Well, if my boy has 
learned enough to confute such priests as you, I shall 
send him again to the Protestant school.’? Another 
pupil of last year has returned to his village, where 
there is no preacher, and, refusing a salary, has estab- 
lished a Bible class, proposes to teach some in the 
Gregorian school, and has ordered and received a 
box of Scriptures and other books to keep on sale in 
his uncle’s shop. 

From Oroomiah, Dr. and Mrs. Cochran, delegates 
from the Persian Mission, bring encouraging reports 
of revivals and increased church membership. A 
Bible-woman who goes from village to village has 
been prospered in her work, and the triennial meet- 
ings of the women—held at the same time in five dif- 
ferent parts of the field—show how women’s work is 
going on. At these conferences the first business of 
the meeting is a Bible reading, prepared by one of 
the missionary ladies, and this is followed by papers 
and essays on missionary and other subjects. 

Some of us who have to do with young children, 
and have tried in vain oftentimes to interest them in: 
Scriptural geography, have heard with great interest 
of Mrs. Cochran’s method, as pursued with her chil- 
dren. Every Bible lesson is followed by an object 
lesson in map making. Palestine occupies the floor ; 
a large tray for the Dead Sea and a small one for the 
Sea of Galilee, a scarf for the Jordan, and chairs for 
Carmel, Hermon, etc., form the landscape; while 
cities are built of books, and blocks stand for the 
actors in the story. Shoulda certain scene in Carmel 
be the subject of the lesson, the altars of God and of 
Baal are built and Elijah and the priests stand each in. 
his place. Thus a vivid idea of Bible history and 
geography is obtained, and once learned, such lessons 
can hardly be forgotten, as some examination .of Mrs, 
Cochran’s little pupils has shown. Much might be 
said of the profit and enjoyment gained by this meet- 
ing of the workers, and of the strength gained for 
future work. The best, however, that can be said is, 
that some of us have learned more of Him who said : 
“The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit 
and’theyare life:’s 2vieies ain Ty 
_ In behalf of the Eastern Turkey Mission, 

: ik Emity C. WHEELER. . . 


COLPORTAGE IN EGYPT. 


On page 121 of the Annual Report Dr, Bliss refers 
to the sending of a colporteur, named Tadros, as far 
up the Nile as possible. We now give more at length 
the colporteur’s own account of his journey, which 
extended to Wady Halfa: 


I reached Assouan on the 1st of October, 1885, On 
the following days the business streets, the market 
places, and the encampments of the soldiers were 
visited. When the Sabbath came it was found that 
no difference was made between it and other days; 
and I went to some of the shops and spoke to the 
people of the duty of keeping the Sabbath, and 
showed them that the profanation of it was a great 
sin against God. Some of the people promised to 
break off this sin. On the following Sabbath. five 
men met with me in the place they were staying, and 
we spent one-half of the day in conversation on re- 
ligious subjects, and in reading the Scriptures. On 
my return to Assouan I found that some were still 
keeping the Sabbath. In going around among the 
people I learned that some “of the Christians could 
not read, and that others could not read well. Some 
of-these purchased books and promised to try and 
learn to read. We had meetings at night for reading 
the Scripture and prayer, in rooms occupied by men 
belonging to Assiout, who were doing business in 
Assouan, and I remained there till the 18th of the 
month. 

I then wished to go to Wady Halfa by steamer, 
but was told that the steamers were used only for 
business connected with the army, and for carrying 
the mails. As the trip by a sailing boat would have 
been long and dangerous, I did not like to go in that 
way, and with the assistance of the agent of the post- 
office I presented a petition to the chief officer of the 
army, and stated the nature of my work and its object, 
and he gave me a free passage on a steamer to Wady 
Halfa; and on the 22d of the month I reached that 
place. As I could not find a place to rent, the agent 
of the post-office kindly allowed me to stop with him 
while I remained there. The resident Christians were 
visited, and also the native soldiers, and some books 
were distributed. Some of the soldiers were very 
glad to get copies of the Scriptures, and they wished 
me to meet with them and read to them, but this 
could not.be done, as there was no place suitable for 
a meeting. I wished to go further south, but the 
authorities would not allow any one to go south of 
that place. I remained there eleven days. The head 
man of the army allowed me to return in a steamer 
and gave me a free passage. The soldier who gave 
me the ticket for the passage was very kind, and I 
was glad to be able to supply him with a Bible in 
English. In returning I spent one day at Korosko, 
and found that the only Christians there were a few 
Greeks, and I could not do much, and continued my 
journey to Assouan, where I spent ten days more in 
distributing Scriptures and in such evangelistic work 
as Icould do. Many of the people expressed a desire 
to have a school, and the agent of the post-office was 


intending to employ his leisure time in teaching, 


without charge, any children that might come to him. 
May the Lord bless his efforts. He has promised to 
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bless the labors of his people, and he will not forget 
his promises. 

I have learned that there were twenty native Chris- 
tian families in Assouan and a number of foreign 
Christian families. In Wady Halfa there were four 
native Christian families and some foreign Chris- 
tian families. In Korosko there were some foreign 
Christian families, but no native Christian families. 

The following is a summary of sales: In Assouan, 
171 volumes; in Korosko, 12 volumes; in Wady 
Halfa, 42 volumes: making in all 225 volumes, for 
817.20 Egyptian piastres, 

Rev. Kelly Giffen, who superintended this under- 
taking, writes that it “was not as successful as could 
have been hoped, owing to the state of the country- 
But still the good done cannot be calculated.” He is 
of the opinion that a colporteur should be sent every 
winter for work in that section and beyond, as soon 
as the way is opened, even on to Khartoum. 


NATIONAL PECULIARITIES. 


Translators and printers of the Bible have to adapt 
themselves to national habits and modes of thought, 
and the different ways of different races are very 
singular. While we read our lines, as our fathers did, 
from left to right, the Arab reads from right to left, 
and the Japanese from the top of the page to the 
bottom. An educated Japanese can read a book in 
Chinese characters, but in pronouncing the characters 
he does not observe the same order that a Chinaman 
would; in other words, he constructs, or construes, 
his sentences differently : e. ¢., the first verse of the 
Gospel of Mark would be read by the Chinese as by 
us, ‘‘The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God ;”’ but the Japanese, and the Loochooans 
also, invert the order and say, ‘‘God of Son Jesus 
Christ of gospel of beginning.’’? Consequently, when 


Chinese Scriptures are prepared for circulation in _ 


Japan, in what is called the Awnzen form, it becomes 
necessary to insert construction marks to suggest to 
the Japanese reader the order in which the characters 
are to be pronounced. 

The extent to which this inversion is carried in the 
Turkish language is shown in Mr. Riggs’s article in 
the Bible Society Record for July. 


A SURPRISE AND AN EXPLANATION. 


Last December one of the Society’s colporteurs in 


the province of Chihli, having arrived in a town at 


evening and put up at an inn, was surprised to find, 


pasted on thé walls of his room, the.Ten Command- _ 


ments, the Lord’s Prayer, and a doxology. 


Soon | 


after the landlord introduced himself as a Christian, — 


and the evening was spent in pleasant conversation 
with him and a few other believers. 


BRETHREN IN CHRIST, 


A Bible Society colporteur, journeying toward 
Peking in the chief thoroughfare from Mongolia, met 


a stranger of whom he thus speaks: 


> 
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This afternoon I was much pleased to meet a young 
evangelist, a graduate of the Tung-chow Theological 
Seminary. He was on his way to the city we had just 
left, hoping to spend a few days there. There was 
something so very becoming and humble about his 
manner, combined with a simple sincerity in his ap- 
pearance, that brought the passage forcibly to mind : 
“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of 
him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace, 
that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth 
salvation.” The young man was evidently as pleased 
to meet me as 1 was to meet him. After some little 
conversation, we commended each other to God and 
parted. I left him with the wish that each province 
might speedily have twenty such young men. 


DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT. 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 


ARKANSAS.—During the month now closing, though 
the heat has been intense, I have spent twenty-six 
days away from home, and have visited, on official 
work, the following places: Brinkley, Des Arc, Hot 
Springs, Hope, Washington, Texarkana, Richmond, 
and Nashville. 

The first Sabbath was spent in Des Arc, the county 
site of Prairie County. This was Bible day, the four 
denominations all worshipping together in Presbyte- 
rian and Methodist Churches, where I preached-to 
attentive congregations, held a local anniversary, and 
raised two collections for Bible work. _ 

The second Sabbath I spent at Hot Springs; served 
the First Presbyterian Church at 11 A. M. and ad- 
dressed the Sabbath school. At 8 Pp. M. interesting 
anniversary services were held. Two earnest, elo- 
quent addresses were delivered: first, by Rev. Dr. 
Withers, of the Methodist Episcopal Church South ; 
second, by Rev. Mr. Miller, of St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church. The closing address was made by your Dis- 
trict Superintendent. A collection was raised, which 
was followed up by personal appeals for two days. 
The Episcopalians, Methodists, Baptists, and Presby- 
terians aided, and some generous contributions, out- 
side of church members, were gathered. 


ILLINOIS AND WESTERN InNDIANA.—The auxiliaries 
reporting for last month are five, to wit: Hanover 
and La Prairie Auxiliaries, and Kane, Macoupin, and 
Madison Counties. The former two are vigorous 
young auxiliaries, embracing single towns or town- 
ships and doing excellent work, within themselves 
mostly. They take great interest in their home in- 
stitutions, manage well, and, make good returns. 

Kane County is keeping up its work very well. 
Some of the towns are making most excellent records, 
Batavia especially has made a most thorough and 
successful canvass. Other places are also canvassing, 
and we hope soon to report the county fully com- 
pleted and the home work finished. 

_ KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE.—The month has been 
‘one of the usual field work, prosecuted under a very 
high state of temperature.. Four anniversaries were 
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attended, viz., Bracken, McCracken, Muhlenburg, and 
Ohio County Bible Societies, all in Kentucky. These 
auxiliaries are among our faithful ones. They re- 
sponded with about the usual liberality, although, like 
many portions of my district, they have been feeling 
sensibly the financial pressure. The work of the 
month, upon the whole, has been satisfactory. 


MICHIGAN AND WISCONSIN.—The severity of the 
drought, which extends over the most of Michigan 
and Wisconsin, has seriously crippled the work of the 
colporteurs, as many of the people are unable to sup- 
ply themselves with Bibles, who under ordinary cir- 
cumstances would gladly purchase. 

The first Sabbath of the month was spent by your 
District Superintendent in Calumet, Houghton County, 
it being the occasion of the annual meeting of Calu- 
met Bible Society. It was my privilege to speak in 
the Congregational Church in the morning, and in the 
evening to address a union meeting of all the churches 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church. The audience 
was large and the occasion was one of interest. The 
cash offering of the people was $35 23. 

The third Sabbath found me in attendance upon the 
annual meeting of St. Clair County Bible Society. It 
was iny privilege to speak three times during the day. 
The leading men of each of the churches manifested 
an interest that was greatly encouraging to the 
work. 

The 25th of the month was spent at Sand Beach, 
Huron County. It is in the midst of the section 
known as the burnt district of Michigan. The people 
remember with gratitude the liberal grants made by 
the American Bible Society to the destitute in the 
time of their great need. 


Missourt.—My first Sabbath was passed in Spring- 
field, Green County, 240 miles from St. Louis. In the 
past thirty-five years this auxiliary has at times been 
active, and its union Bible meetings have been well 
attended. The recent anniversary, held in the Chris- 
tian Church, was full of promise. Five pastors were 
present, and the addresses were good and made a 
deep impression. The depository has at last found 


the right place and the right man to care for it, so 


that the sales of the year have been much increased. 
A thorough canvass of the county was made in 
1882-83. 

My second Sabbath was passed in Brookfield, a 
railroad town in Linn County, midway between Han- 
nibal and St. Joseph. Four churches, with their pas- 
tors, met in the Congregational Church and listened 
to stirring addresses. This auxiliary meets every year, — 
and has done so since 1866. 

My fourth Sabbath was passed at. Oregon, in Holt 
County, twenty-eight miles above St. Joseph. This 
auxiliary deserves credit for its strict attention to its 
annual meetings. The one just held in the Presbyte- 
rian Church, though the night was very hot, secured 
a full house and deep interest. The work of the 
Parent Society, in the thorough canvass of Holt 


- County in 1882-83, is highly appreciated. 


NEBRASKA, COLORADO, AND WyomING.—The past 
month I have visited the auxiliaries of Saline, Web- 
ster, Harlan, Red Willow, and Madison Counties, in 
Nebraska; Greeley and Evans Counties, in Colorado; 
Republican City and Norfolk Bible Committees, and 
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one branch society. I have also attended two ecclesi- 
astical gatherings. 

The reception given your District Superintendent at 
the Colorado Methodist Episcopal Conference was a 
good evidence of the esteem in which the American 
Bible Society is held by the Colorado brethren. The 
report of the committee on the Bible cause was a 
strong endorsement of the Society. The remarks by 
Bishop Bowman, after our address, were enthusiastic, 
and will not be forgotten by the brethren of the con- 
ference. 

I was absent from home thirty-one days last month, 
and travelled 3,700 miles. 


NorTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA.—As it is known, 

the Abbeville, S. C., Society is an old one, with 
branches and directors over the county, and holds its 
anniversaries on week-days, when delegates are ex- 
pected from every branch, It is the custom to havea 
Bible sermon and an essay, besides an address from 
the representative of the American Bible Society. At 
the late meeting the good Methodist brother who was 
to preach the sermon proposed to give me his time as 
well as my own, and it was my pleasure to comply. 
The audience was unusually large and select, contain- 
ing several judges, eminent ministers and lawyers, 
and others of high social and moral position. There 
were two votes of thanks to your District Superinten- 
dent, and other public and hearty expressions of 
pleasure. At my suggestion the sum of $60 was 
appropriated from the collections to make two life 
members of the American Bible Society, and it was 
resolved to largely increase the depository stock. All 
agreed that it was the most pleasant and profitable 
meeting in years. 
- OREGON AND WASHINGTON TERRITORY. — The 
Oregon Conference of the United Brethren Church, 
the Columbia River Conference, and the Idaho Con- 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, held their 
annual sessions during the month of July, within the 
bounds of my field. I attended these conferences, 
and by invitation presented to them the work and 
claims of the American Bible Society. Resolutions 
indorsing that Society, and pledging co-operation with 
it in the circulation of the Holy Scriptures, were 
adopted by the conferences. 


I attended and addressed the annual meeting of the 


Nez Percé County Bible Society, held at Lewiston, on 
Sabbath evening, the 11th; also the annual meeting 
of the Garfield County Bible Society, held at Pomeroy, 
W. T., on Sabbath evening, the 18th. The annual 
meeting of the Weston and Vicinity Bible Society was 
held at Weston, in Umatilla County, Ore., on Sabbath 
evening, the 25th. The annual address was delivered 
by your District Superintendent. These societies 
have all done efficient work during the year. 


Texas.—The second Sabbath of the month was the 
anniversary of the German Bible Society, at Houston 
City. The meeting was large and enthusiastic. Rev. 
A. Bering, who has been the efficient president from 
its organization, presided. The singing was excellent, 
Addresses were made in the German language by the 
pastors of the Baptist, Lutheran, and Methodist 
Churches, and in English by your District Superinten- 
dent. ‘The collection ($35) was donated to the Parent 
Society by this auxiliary, 
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SUSSEX COUNTY BIBLE SOCIETY, N. J. 


The sixty-ninth anniversary of the above auxiliary 
was held in the Presbyterian Church, Andover, June 
16th, commencing at 10.30 A.M. The devotional 
exercises were conducted by Rev. A. M. Harris and 
Rev. J. P. Clark, and the annual sermon was preached 
by the Rev. S. W. Boardman, D,D., of Stanhope. 
Mr. William P. Nicholas, now president of the aux- 
iliary, addressed the society in encouraging and con- 
gratulatory terms for what had been accomplished by 
the Sussex County Bible Society in the past, and also 
referred to the great work yet to be done in our own 
as well as in foreign lands. 

At 2 o’clock, p.m., the society re-convened, when 
Rev. J. N. Huston, Revs. A. M. Harris and Clancy 
were heard, followed by Rev. C. R. Barnes, presiding 
elder of Patterson District, in an eloquent address. 

The action taken respecting the retiring president, 
Mr. David R. Hull, was as follows: 

Resolved, That the society express its sense of the 
serious loss which it experiences in being deprived of 
the services of one to whom so much of appreciation 
and praise is justly due for the conscientious devotion 
and unflagging energy, for the Christian courtesy and 
dignity, with which for four years he has presided 
over the annual meetings of this society. We hereby 
extend to him our hearty sympathy in his present 
impaired state of health, and our equally hearty con- 
gratulations upon his recovery from his late dangerous 
illness; and we add our earnest prayers that he may 
soon be restored to full vigor of health and strength, 
and be enabled in the future as in the past to give 
this society the benefit of his valued counsel and 
encouragement. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


' We do not remember to have seen anywhere in 
literature a more concise and forcible statement of 


the strength of the testimony in favor of the integrity — 
of the New Testament than the following beautiful — 


paragraph extracted from the Jntroduction to the 
floly Scriptures, by Professor Harman, of Dickinson 
College: 

“What strong testimonies we have to the integrity 
of the New Testament! Versions made from the 
original Greek in the second, third, and fourth cen- 
turies, in widely distant lands, and which are still in 
existence. Manuscripts going back to the fourth, 
Ji/th, and sixth centuries ; the extant works of Chris- 


tian writers, who in all parts of the Roman Empire, 


from the middle of the second century, made the 
most extensive use of the New Testament and give 
us numerous quotations. All these witnesses testify 
to the same great truths, and their divergences from 


each other-are generally of small moment; and from. 
the comparison and combination of the whole testi- _ 


mony we can in almost every instance detect the _ 


specific errors of each witness, and fix with a won- 
derful degree of exactness the contents of the original 


documents for which they.are vouchers. For the in- 
tegrity of what writing of the Augustinian age have 
we so many witnesses ?”’— The Christian Advocate, 


a 


“a 
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From Gleanings for the Young. 
TWO MALAGASY BIBLES. 
BY THE REV. G. COUSINS, LATE OF MADAGASCAR, 


In the engraving the readers are presented with a 
sketch representing two of the many treasures which 
are to be found in the Bible House of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. ‘They will hardly need to be 
told that the two books are copies of the best of all 
books: they are Bibles, and are both in the Malagasy 


tongue. With that their resemblance to one another 
ceases. The larger volume is old and worn. It is a 


bruised and battered veteran, the hero of hard-fought 
battles for truth and for God. The smaller one is 
new, fresh from the 
printer’s hands. It 
is a young recruit 
just entering the 
army, whose lau- 
rels have yet to 
be won, the record 
of whose service 
in the field has yet 
tobewritten. The 
former belongs to 
the past, and, 
being a precious 
relic of a bygone 
time, is carefully 
preserved in a 
glass case in a 
library ; while the 
latter belongs to 
the living present, 
and was taken 
from a shelf in r 
the Bible society’s 
busy warehouse, 
where, like thou- 
sands of its com- 
panions—some in 
one language, 
some in another 
—it was quietly 
awaiting its turn 
for shipment, and 
for being sent 
forth on its errand 
of love and mercy. 
Let me briefly tell 
the story of these 


in Madagascar. The missionaries were forced to 
leave the island, and the native Christians had to 
endure all sorts of pains and penalties because of 
their loyalty to Jesus Christ. Many suffered martyr- 
dom; many more were imprisoned or otherwise 
cruelly dealt with. Not only did the Christians them- 
selves endure persecution; their books, especially 
their Bibles, were ill-treated also. The heathen queen 
and her councillors soon discovered that the Chris- 
tians who had copies of the Scriptures were the most 
difficult to win back to the old superstitions and 
idolatry, and so they did their utmost to lay hands 
upon every existing Bible. Those they succeeded in 
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Copy of Old Malagasy Bible, Antananarivo, 1835. 


Copy of Old Bible, opened at Isaiah li. and lii. 
two Bibles. : 
From the year 1835 to 1861 fierce persecution raged 
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securing were destroyed forthwith. In consequence 
of this, only about a dozen Bibles came safely out of 
the terrible days of persecution, and the engraving 
represents what, to the best of my knowledge, is the 
only copy to be found in England. The remaining 
ten or eleven are in Madagascar, and are highly prized 
by those who possess them. 

At one time there were large numbers of the same 
edition. It was printed in Antananarivo, at the Lon- 
don Missionary Society’s press, but at the Bible 
society’s expense. Seeing “that trouble was coming, 
the missionaries worked very hard to finish the trans- 
lation and printing of the Scriptures, resolved, if 
possible, not to quit the country until the whole of 
the word of God 
was complete in 
the Malagasy lan- 
guage. Happily 
they saw this ac- 
complished. Mr. 
Baker, the print- 
er, as the sheets 
of the translation 
were put into his 
hand, composed 
the whole of the 
unfinished books 
himself; for the 
4 WZ natives who had 
Modern Bible, London, 1885. aoe Pac 

were no. longer 

permitted to help 
him. In the mean 
time, royal procla- 
mations had been 
issued prohibiting 
the profession of 

Christianity, and 

a large number of 

those who former- 

ly attended public 
worship at once 
returned to heath- 
en practices. But 
- others remained 
faithful. They 
durst not show 
themselves open- 
ly, but secretly 
they gathered to- 
gether and sought 
to encourage and strengthen one another’s faith. An 
interval of a few months occurred before the mission- 
aries left, and during that time they did all that they 
could to help the native converts. These converts 
increased in number, and, knowing that they would 
soon be without teachers, became diligent scholars, 
and were all eager to be able to read. 2 
Moreover, they were at last supplied with a copy 


of the entire Bible. Some walked upwards of a | 


hundred miles to attain this. A poor man, in a very 
feeble state of health, who had not been able to leave 
his house for five months, on hearing that the mission- 
aries were about to depart, determined to make the 
attempt to walk to the capital, in order to secure for 
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himself the much-coveted volume. Though he had 
sixty miles to travel, he did not rest until he had 
reached the house of the missionary and obtained 
what, to him, was “‘the pearl of great price.” It is 
impossible, we are told, to express the joy evinced by 
this devoted Christian on receiving the sacred book. 
He pressed it to his bosom, and exclaimed; “This 
contains the words of eternal life; it is my life, and I 
will take as much care of it as of my own life.”’ 

Besides giving a copy of the Scriptures to each 
convert who, in spite of the queen’s edict, remained 
true to the Saviour, the missionaries left several boxes 
containing Bibles, Testaments, Psalters, hymn-books, 
spelling-books, catechisms, and tracts, in charge of 
the native Christians, the boxes being chiefly buried 
underground for greater security. Then with sad 
hearts they departed for the coast. 

No detailed history can be given of all that hap- 
pened to those cases of books, or to those single 
copies of the Bible. All that we can say with cer- 
tainty is, that the great majority of them were ruth- 
lessly burnt or otherwise destroyed, and that every 
one of the surviving volumes has had a strange and 
thrilling history. Several of them are no longer com- 
plete, and nearly all show signs of having been taken 
to pieces and re-stitched. The fact is, the volume 
was so bulky and so difficult to hide or to carry 
unobserved from place to place, that it was thought 
desirable to divide it into separate portions. Added 
to this, the paucity of copies led the Christians to 
give away to one another a few pages, which in many 
instances was all that they had to keep alive their 
knowledge and zeal. 

There stands the old book. If it could speak, it 
would tell of strange midnight gatherings, of narrow 
escapes, of frequent change of ownership. It has 
filled a prominent place in many a group of secret 
disciples, who have eagerly scanned its pages, and 
whose hearts have been filled with holy gladness 
through its teaching. Now it is an honored memorial 
of the dark days that are past, and for many a long 
year, we trust, will silently tell its story of triumphant 
faith to the strangers who see it in its resting-place at 
the Bible House. 

But little space is left for a description of the smaller 
Bible. Suffice it to say that, when persecution ceased 
and religious liberty was granted to the Malagasy, 
the word of God had free course and was glorified, 
Malagasy Christians are a Bible-reading, Bible-loving 
_ people. The translation has been greatly improved 
since the early missionaries hastily finished the first 
complete translation. It is still undergoing revision, 
and in a year or two’s time the natives of Madagascar 
will be in a better position than heretofore for under- 
standing that “ word of God, which liveth and abideth 
for ever.” Through the generosity of the Bible so- 
ciety, they are now able to obtain a beautifully printed 
volume (of which the engraving gives a specimen), of 
a-very portable size, for the sum of one shilling. A 
shilling to them means as much as three or four 
shillings to people in England; but they gladly give 
that amount for their Bibles, and thousands are sold. 
One of the greatest trials during the late French 
operations against Madagascar was due to the fact 
that it was impossible te arrange for the regular ship- 


ment of Bibles, Testaments, and Scripture Portions. © 


BrsLE SocrETy REcoRD. 


Happily the war is at an end now, and in a short time 
we may hope that all needs in this direction will be 
met, and an abundant supply of the Scriptures be at 
the disposal of the missionaries. Let us ask God to 
bless the entrance of his word, that it may give light 
to those who are still in darkness, that it may make 
him more fully and more truly known. Let us ask 
him to hasten the time when the whole of Madagascar 
—yea, the entire race of man—may read in their own 
tongue the message of life and peace which he has 
sent them through his only begotten Son. 


REVISION OF THE MALAGASY BIBLE. 


Some account of the recent revision of this version 
of the Scriptures is given in the Chronicle of the Lon- 
don Missionary Society, by the Rev. W. E. Cousins, 
of Madagascar, who says : 


Could my readers have been introduced about mid- 
day on Wednesday, October 28th, of last year, into 
the committee room of the London Missionary Soci- 
ety, they would have seen, seated around a long office 
table, seven European missionaries and two native 
pastors. On the table are scattered books and papers, 
such as polyglot Bibles, concordances, dictionaries, 
commentaries, and printers’ proofs. The committee 
met at half-past eight, and after a short prayer for 
help began its morning’s work—the Book of Malachi. 
The work had gone on steadily for nearly four hours, 
and now the solemn and awe-inspiring words that 
form the last paragraph of the Old Testament are 
reached, and the first revision of the Malagasy Bible 
is complete. Books are closed with a sigh of relief, 
and all faces are brightened by the consciousness that 
a great work has been accomplished. 

Twelve years before this, the revision committee 
began its work; but of the original members who 
took parf in the work of the first session, only three 
are present this morning. At the suggestion of Mr. 
Dahle, all kneel around the table, and, with the re- 
vised version lying before them, unite in a few words 
of earnest and joyful thanks to God, and commend to 
him the work on which the labor of so many years 
has been spent, beseeching him to make this new 
translation a stream of life and blessing to the Mala- 
gasy people. 

The revision of the New Testament had been going 
on at the same time, so that the entire Bible, in its 
perfected form, was ready for the printer. The care 
and deliberation with which the whole work was done 


~ are indicated by some of the figures given by Mr. 


Cousins: \ 


The committee sat on 433 days, and held in all 771 2 


sittings, chiefly of three hours each. From sixty toa 
hundred verses was an average day’s work. In some 
of the earlier meetings not more than ten or twelve 
verses were revised in a whole day. The largest 


quantity revised in a single day was 309 verses, but 


this is easily accounted for by the character of the 
portion revised (I. Kings xxv. 2. to I. Chron. vi. 66.). 


Who can tell the amount of scholarship, toil, and 


patience required to give a nation an accurate version 
of the Bible in its own vernacular tongue ? amet | 
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THE BIBLE THE BOOK OF THE PEOPLE. 
BY REV. JOSEPH PARKER, D.D. 
From his Address before the Joint Assemblies of the Congre- 
gational and Baptist Unions, London, May 14th, 1886. 

I believe we shall largely qualify ourselves for a 
great and enduring work in proportion as we risk 
everything as to our church life and influence upona 
grammatical interpretation of the Holy Bible in the 
light of human experience and a fearless interpreta- 
tion of nature in the light of impartial science. I claim 
the supreme place for the Bible. I do not go to the 
theologian, but to the living fountain to which the 
theologian himself went. I have dismissed the priest 
who pretended tq keep the altar of worship, and I will 
dismiss the priest who pretends to keep the altar of 
truth. If every man is to have free access to the 
throne of grace by Christ Jesus our Lord, every man 
must also have free access to the book of revelations 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. ' 

There is no Second Bible. There is no divinely- 

authorized metamorphosis or alias of the Bible. There 
are helps to Bible reading many and invaluable; but 
the Bible must be read by itself, for itself, in the light 
of itself, and every man must be responsible to its 
divine Author and not to its human interpreters. To 
some of those interpreters we may have been unjust. 
We may have made cast-iron of thoughts or expres- 
sions which the interpreters themselves would be the 
first to change under the influence of wider knowl- 
edge and clearer visions. My simple claim is that the 
Bible should always be allowed to speak for itself, 
because my belief is that whatever is essential to 
human redemption, pardon, purity, and development 
is written in the Bible with a pencil of light. “Again 
and again I would disclaim saying one word against 
learned and reverent interpreters of the Bible> I 
simply wish them to be kept in their right places as 
elder brethren, and not to be set up as idols, ruling 
generations of whose progress and advantages they 
could have had no personal knowledge. 
’ There is a deep sense in which every man must be 
his own theologian. Human expressions of theology 
must change because language itself changes, and 
every tide of time’s great sea brings in riches from 
the land that is beyond which must be added to the 
abounding treasures of the church. No one’ man 
knows all the truth; no sect has all the truth; that is 
as certain as that no vision can absorb all the sunshine 
and no roof can accommodate all the sky. It does 
seem to me, then, a thing worth doing to send men 
into all the villages of England who will help the 
people to read the Bible and lead the people to see 
that nature and revelation are expressions of the same 
God, and that both are open to reverent and patient 
inquiry without human penalty and without eccle- 
siastical degradation. : 

We may not, indeed, be always able to send learned 
men into the villages of England; but I will tell you 
whom we can send—we can send men who will say 
to the peasantry of England, “Let us read the Bible 
in our mother tongue together; let us read the 23d 


Psalm; let us listen to the Sermon on the Mount; let 


us commit to memory the parable of the prodigal 


son; let us watch and wonder and pray at the cross 


of the Son of Man.” Can such words be read in a 
right spirit without Jesus himself drawing near and 
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setting the heart aglow with a love kindred to his 
own and making the darkening eventide brighter 
than the summer dawn? This is what we aim to 
do: to get men to read the Bible, to read it in houses 
of the people, to read it at the bedsides of the people, 
to read it as the book of the people, and to make the 
people feel that, come what may, the word of the 
Lord endureth for ever and is an open vision to the 
broken heart and the contrite spirit. 


— Se 


BURNING BIBLES. 

A missionary in New Mexico writes : 

Once we had gotten our dinners and were start- 
ing, when the old man asked if we could not sing 
something. We went back and sang and prayed with 
the family. He told us how, when he had lost his 
second child, within a few days he went to the priest 
(obviously for funeral services), who charged him 
with having a Bible and. Protestant papers in his 
house, and said they must be burned. “ Padre, that 
is a hard saying,” he replied. The things were not 
burned, and he has a Testament that is d/ack with use 
from beginning to end. 

At another place we found a well-to-do, intelligent 
family, with two handsome, grown daughters still un- 
married, where we, at our request, sang several songs, 
read a chapter from Paul, and all knelt in prayer. 
That man has had a Bible for forty years. I think, 
from his talk, that it is a priest’s Bible that his father 
got in some way. Well, even the archbishop has been 
to his house to get it from him; but neither priest nor 
archbishop has so far succeeded. The archbishop 
told him he would give him another for it. The man 
went twice to Santa Fé to get the other Bible, but did 
not get it according to promise. He was discreet 
enough to keep his in his own hands all the while, 
and thus preserved it. 

In the same parish (San Juan) a man at San Ra- 
fael had a nice, large Bible. His wife went to confes- 
sion, was asked about the book, promised to bring it 
that it might be examined, did so, and when it was 
called for by the owner, the priest said he had burned 
it.—Presbyterian Home Missionary. 


Tue present Morning Star has a Bible which has 
had a remarkable sea-life of about twenty years. The 
fly-leaf states that it was presented, October 12th, 


1866, by Annie Williams and John Todd, little children 


of Rev. Charles J. Hill, at that time of Gloversville, 
N. Y., ‘‘in grateful remembrance of deliverance from 
shipwreck, June 22d, 1866.” Underneath are the 
following entries by different captains: “Saved from 
the wreck of the second Morning Star, October 18th, 
1869 ;” “Transferred to the third Morning Star, July 
22d, 1871 ;”’ “‘ Saved from the wreck of the third Morn- 
ing Star, February 22d, 1884 ;” “Transferred to the 
fourth Morning Star, June 22d, 1885.” Captain Bray, 
in giving the above facts, says: “Thus this Bible has 
sailed the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans ; has rounded 
stormy Cape Horn; has seen two shipwrecks ; has 
been opened and read at many religious exercises on 
these vessels; and now has come to this our new 
steamer, sound in body, with the gilt words ‘Morning 
Star’ on the cover still distinct, and ready and good 
for further service.” —Zhe Missionary Herald. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

An adjourned meeting of the Board of Managers 
was held at the Bible House, on Thursday, Septem- 
ber oth, 1886, William H. Crosby, Esq., Vice-Presi- 
dent, in the chair. 

Religious services were conducted by the Rev. 
Dab. Goer DD: 

Grants of books to the value of $7,850, were made 
for distribution through colportage and other agencies 
at home and in foreign lands. 

Letters were presented from all the Society’s Agents 
in foreign lands, with communications concerning the 
circulation of the Scriptures and the various hindrances 
which are encountered in carrying out their work. 

Mr. Loomis refers to the prevalence of cholera in 
Yokohama; Dr. Gulick makes brief mention of the 
outbreaks of violence against foreign missionaries in 
Szechuen, in which one of the Society’s Agents is 
rumored to have suffered loss; Mr. Hamilton speaks 
of the embarrassment experienced in Mexico in con- 
sequence of the recent excitement on the border ; Mr. 
Brown reports a six weeks’ trip to the province ot 
Parana; Mr. Milne had gone from Bogoté to Honda, 
in Colombia, making frequent sales of Scriptures on 
the way; Mr. Whipple reports the work done by col- 
porteurs in Persia, and Dr. Bliss concerning affairs in 
Constantinople. Mr. McKim, in Cuba, is making 
steady sales and meeting with encouragement. 

Two societies in Kansas were recognized as 
auxiliaries. 

' The receipts in August were $46,156 05; issues 
from the Bible House quran the same month, 56,430 
volumes, 

Total receipts since April 1st, $203,486 11: issues 
since April 1st, 418,578 volumes. 


Societies Recognized as Auxiliary, September, 1886. 
With Names and Post Office Addresses of Corresponding Secretaries, 


Morris County B. S., Ks., F. C. Reid, Council Grove. 
Osborne County B.8., Ks., John G. Eckman, Osborne. 


Deceased Members. 


Rey. Peter P. Harrower, Albany, N. Y. 
Rey. W. W. Hells, Allegheny, Pa. 
Hon. John W. Stevenson, Covington, Ky. - 


Collection through Dist. Supt. H. P, William Williams Legacy Fund..,... 25 00 
, REOEIP TS IN AUGUST, 1886, Myers, at Columbus, Ga...... ..... > $12 80 E, J. M. Hale Legnay iia. En Geneaie . 70 
eens? pte dnp hina oweg@ease 530 56 Irenus Hamilton Legacy Fund....... 12 50 
é arpenter, Mrs. 8, E., Blackshear, Ga. 1 00 Rebecca G. Woodard Le; F ; 
FOR GENERAL PURPOSES. Donnelle, Mrs. E. J., Amherst, N.H. 8000 @. W. Tuttle Legacy etn ee se % 0 
Anonymous, Bureau Co., Ill.......... $499 Edwards, Rey. T., Pittsburgh, Pa....2>_ 1000 Zadock & Jemima Rogers Legacy 
WBBH, NOW. VORA 14s pencarcaceevincteiales 200. Matthews, Rey. A. A., Mo............. 50 Bund) Sera yetes 600 00. 
Collection at Williams Camp Ground, Myers, C,S.. Lexington, Va..... agdtn 8 00 R. Hamilton Legacy F Fund.. ; or A 125 00 
MB Ya, fo0 sare ace Shas cc ode eee seco * 88:80 “"'M, PLS, Topsham, Me....22202..¢f65. 200 Jacob Harmon Legacy Fund......... 804 69. 
Collection at Delavan (by ‘Mrs. ELL. Nettleton, M., Monte Video, Minn.. 100 Bowers French Legacy Fund.......... 12 50 
Malmin) Minn,......... slap abet op elects 400 Ray, Charles, Smithville Flats, N. Y. 800 William Sheerer Legacy Fund... 99.5). 
Collection through Dist, Supt. Rey, Roberts, W.H., Grand Rapids, Mich.. 1000 John Eagleton Legacy Fund... beast 
Will) Vernor, Ark, wicicecdescistees 69 00 Sammis, Mrs., New York,.... sae ee ~ 25 00 C. N. Hayward Sed Fund.. 25 00 
Collection through Dist. Supt. Geo. ' Teed, Mrs. Dr., Kansas City, Mo..... 2 5 00 
Wainwright, Ned....0+sss01s1+ 145 Wise, Rey, Daniel, Englewood, N.J.. 5.00 ' 
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Rey. Randolph Campbell, Rowley, Mass. 
Amos A. Lawrence, Nahant, Mass. 

Zev. Thomas L. Shipman, Jewett City, Ct. 
Mrs. Thankful B. Wood, Mayfield, N. Y. 
Rey. L. H. Gordon, Quincy, Il. 

Rey. Horatio N. Dryer, Utica, N. Y. 
Amasa Pratt, Albany, N. Y. 

Margaret C. Swan, New York. 

Mrs. Edmund F. Slafter, Boston, Mass. 
Mrs. M. A. E. Hood, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
D. W. Hurd, Aurora, Ill. 

Mrs. Susan H. Colburne, Newfield, N. Y. 
Mrs. Helen C. Hoag, Cortland, N. Y. 
Rev. J. C. Walker, Hampton, N. Y. 
Charles E. Vail, Blairstown, N. J. 
Jerome Van Nest, Bedminster, N. J. 
Mrs. Daniel Stratton, Salem, N. J. 
James McFarland, Stanton, Penn. 

Mrs. Phebe Bolles, Newark, N. J. 


Summary of District Superintendents Reporis for 
the month of July, 1886. 


Number of District Superintendents reporting...... 15 
Auxiliaries; Branches, etc., visited................... 1 
Anniversaries attended J2)ic2.!is.% sosessesiteewres eis ole a 43 


New Societies and Committees formed............... 6 


Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 116 
Letters. seit... cnseteee nak o acicictoe Mee wana mae teaser 1,612 
Miles travelled on official duty... .: 0.5. .ccccccececces 22,012 


Donations and subscriptions secured for Bible cause $1,423 46 


Summary of Bible Distribution im July, by 72 
Colporteurs and 20 County Agents reporting. 
Colporteurs. Co. Ag’ts, 


Days of service........ Aspe Jai de eyqeaiaicte (gnc eee 1,330 436 
Miles tra Velled 2205. s.8 aene seen sens ee cancles 16,558 5,046 
Families visited by them................. +. 20,567 13,899 
Families found without a copy of Scriptures 2,460 2,064 
Families supplied by sale or gift............ 1,965 953 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition. 980 634 
Number of boOKS SOldiy ces. tence sas cee oe 6,818 2,059 
Value.of books sold... siteectes said- ae eeee 2,638 75 $721 79 
Number of books distributed gratuitously. 2,273 1,009 
Value of books distributed gratuitously... $593 75 $185 04 
Contributions received... ..2..c: cc.cce sce $330 56 = $353 90 


Summary of 46 Annual Reports of Auxiliary Socte- 
ties, received in August, 1886. 


Receipts from sales in twelve months........... svess $2,197 53) 
Receipts from collections and donations............. 1,381 86 
Paid American Bible Society on book account...... 2,084 61 
Paid American Bible Society on donation account.. 164 82 
Expended on their own fields........5. SN ee : 600 81 
Value of books donated....... Haciws anens tol Seb een 4 499 30 
Value of stock on hand at date..................2.05 -» 4,333 13 
No. of these auxiliaries reporting general operations if 
Collecting and distributing Agents employed........ Lp 
Families visited by them............. Lae ihe y 5 * 6,647 
Families, found destitute... 1. osisioe bles pewaicddseps code WWiy 
Destitute families supplied........... NePsasS tee 643 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition............ 290 


Sabbath and other schools supplied..................- 


vise 
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LEGACIES. 
Austin, Lewis B., late of Ashtabula 


COSTORLO acaneanelteigg cxiccaai shamsaes $1,000 00 
Canfield, Jason, late of West Bloom- 
OTC AN GS tos ca talsin RNIB Angee 0's 50 00 


Crowley, Emma R., late of Joliet, Il. 
Griffin, Miss A. C,, late of Fishkill, 


250 00 


Ma Mics ca remees twas (emecetiimeancune 2,000 00 

Harris, Dr. Charles, late of Boston, 
GAB Tete east ereeeackeseue elses cakes 5,208 64 
108 75 


500 00 


$9,112 89 


CHURCH COLLECTIONS. 
ALABAMA, 


Decatur Dist. Conf., M. E. Ch. South 10 25 

Guntersville Dist.Conf., M.E.Ch. ‘“ 7 00 

Huntsville Dist. Conf., M.E.Ch, “ 12.55 

Talladega Dist. Conf.,M.E.Ch. “ 28 95 
ARKANSAS. 

PIR IEE POR, FO Pe cas aoe en aes vs 11 55 

es Meth. Ep. Ch. South......... 1 6 

Little Rock, First Cumberland Pres. 
Rasen oy in Winch en cana ani 7 00 
CONNECTICUT. 

Cheshire, Cong. Ch... 2.0.5.5. ccc cneces 18 39 

South Norwalk, Meth. Ep. Ch......... 10 00 
COLORADO, 


Colorado Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch.. 49 79 


GEORGIA. 
Catoula. Church Collection at........ 67 
Columbus Dist. Conf., M.E.Ch. South 410 
Macon Dist. Conf., M. E. Ch.. es 5 25 
Oglethorpe, Meth. Ep. Le) ee “4 5 45 
Columbus, St. Luke’s M.E.Ch. “ 8 00 
Savannah Dist.Conf.,.M.E.Ch. “ 8 00 
Snow Circuit, Meth. Ep.Ch.... “ 8 70 
Thomasville Dist.Conf., M.E.Ch. “ 8 85 
Verona Mission, Meth.Ep.Ch. “ 2 70 
: IDAHO. 
Idaho Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch..... 8 00 
KANSAS. 
Blue Rapids, Cong. Ch............ 2.008 2 95. 
KENTUCKY. 
Augusta, Bradford Chapel, M. E. Ch. 5 06 
MAINE. | 
Maine Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch..... 144 85 
East Maine Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch....... 70 00 
i MASSACHUSETTS. 
Florence, Cong. Ch......0260--seceeeei - 14 
New England Southern Conference, 

Mees TO. Ca: sc a sade wacmass see cnp sian 11 00 
Provincetown, First Cong. Ch......... 27 51 
ee MINNESOTA. 

Centre City, Swedish Ch............... 7 00 
MISSOURI. 
Brookjield, Churches at.......... castias 7 00 
New Point, Pres. CR. sole. sessed esse cee 4 4 00 
Spi Churches at.. ial aieaais na oR Cocina . 4 20 
NEBRASKA. 
cyan Ohio. barca s ee cate a 1 50 
NEW YORK. 
Friendship, Meth. Ep. Ch............+6 100 
Hamilton, Cong. Ch......... eee teas 18 00 
Oneida, Meth. Ep. Ch......- oe oie saa 2 00 
crag Ng Fone Woodside M. E. Oh. 1 00 
OREGON. 
Oregon United Brethren Conf.....;.., 85 
OHIO. 


Kimbotton, Meth Ep. Ch..........00.0. 2 
Kinsman, Methobp: Chi .25.. tecemviese, 12 4 
PENNSYLVANIA. : 


Hien City, Ref. Pres. Ch........ 
West Miadtesex, Meth. Bp. Ch. ..s.. 


BrisLE Society REcorD. 


WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 
Columbia River Meth. Ep. Conf....... 
WISCONSIN. 
Portage, Meth. Ep. Ch...........seese 


$33 00 


9 60 


$605 12 
AVAILS OF SALES BY THOSE TO WHOM 
BOOKS HAVE BEEN GIVEN. 


Collins, Rey. John, Morrison, Col.,... 1 50 
Kansas Central Agency, Ks.....,..... 5 55 
Levant Agency, Turkey............... 42 68 
Pres. Board of Publication, Pa........ 875 
Schuette, Rev. E. E., Mankato, Minn. 62 00 
Shutt, Rey. C. G., Mountain Peak, 
OCB. . welsisisiees ace ewan teeeive es ch ne 5 00 
$120 48 
AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 
Credited Credited 
as Donation, on Account. 
Abbeville Co., S. C........... $60 00 
Antwerp & Vicinity, Ohio... 9 70 
Appleton, Minn.............. 20 00 
Ashtabula Co., Ohio......... 5 00 
WURME CO ORIOL. venus ccneve 9 40 
Boone: Go., Tic ctask wise’ Z 50 00 
Burleson Co., Texas..<...... 25 83 
Bridgeport Bible Ass’n, Ct.. 292 37 
Buffalo & Erie Co., N. Y.... STL 96 
BYeCKen, BoWin..« osecianes: «cians 38 63 
Boyd GO, Ky... sincicos we adele 293 27 
Becker Co., Minn.......ce00. 20 00 
Bon Homme Co., Dak....... 24 11 
Bristol & Goodsen, Tenn.... 1 00 
Bigstone Co., Minn.......... 18 SL 
Brookfield, Mo......0..s.es00 7 00 
Boone Co., Neb............0. 4 58 
Childersburg, Ala... 8 20 
Catlettsburg, Ky............. 28 87 
Covington Female, Ohio.... 6 89 
Chisago Co., Minn........... 82 93 
Crow Wing Co., Minn....... 45 26 
Chippewa Co., Minn....°.... §1 8 
Clinton, CO., Nis Yess vscsieis oe 118 48 
Chicago, Til... hones 206 41 
Clarke Co., Ind 47 15 
Des Moines Co., Iowa....... 16.3 
Douglass Co., K8...... paiieeta 15 90 
Dutchess Co. Female, Min Nes 5 66 
El Paso Co-, Col... 50.2... . 18 00 
Fostoria & Vicinity, Ohio... 98 22 
Fayette Co., Ohio............ 9 %0 
GTAVCS- CO KY =. 00 r<o- cones 50 42 
Giles Co., Tenn............0. 25 00 
Grant Co., Dak...... iets alvisield 17 93 
Genesee Co., N.Y... : 88 87 
Gwinett Co., Ga.... an 84 82 
Greene. Co., Ind... ssse.-e ee tsee 5 388 
Humboldt, Tenn............. 14 00 
Hot Springs, Ark...:... 26. 80 
Howard & Vic., Minn........ 2 83 
FONE COG, acts ccexiees rae 20 00 
Harlan Co., NeD. ....5...200+s 55 09 
Houston German, Texas... 85 00 85 15 
IEZEN OO a uae Koss sie vectonsies fe 20 00 
Jefferson Co., lowa... , "5 00 
Jefferson Co. fH i eae % 75 
Kent Co: Mich... sv ccrecesee 49 55 . 
BRDOK CO; Py sec loo ae 77 80 
Kansas City Bible Com., Mo, 5 00 
Lowndes Co., Ga.......0.++ oa 25 60 
La Rue Co., Ky.... és 93 50 
Little River, Ark...... aos 21 5 
Lawrence Co., Mo...... nA 19 89 
Lake 004 ObilOstwassh-oses00s 150 00 
Licking Co., Ohio......... aeelns 64 62 
Lewis Co., N.Y.... some 15 00 
Madison Co, Alans jce-sspsie «+ 82 60 
McCracken Co., Ky........++ 51 04 
Monroe Co., Miss........-..+ 40 
Milbank Co., Dak.......... 84 00 
McLeod Co., Minn........... 60 00 
Milford & Vicinity, Neb..... 2 16 
Madison Co., Neb...:......-. | # ~ 2-21 
Medina Co.,;Texas........+5 - ~ - 81 16 
Massachiusetts.............56 500 00 
Muskegon Co., Mich ais 
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Credited Credited 

as Donation, on Account. 

IN OVAOETeictes slerriptast’e loeitomeructe $0 90 

Ohio Co., Ky 84 88 
Oshkosh Welsh Bible Asso- 

CIACLO MS IV IBS. ciisoaneetanities 80 00 86 00 
OTCEON ES tidy vale code nasere 141 95 
PrairiG CO ALi ocenecs wae 6 85 
Pope OOn NORD, curses ss 8 03 
POREY COA UM natenntnersc nc 12 o1 
PIGnce OO Galina wcaneaca neces 4 00 
CONIA COre Uli nasteersis cc's alerts 12 00 
Pennsylvania. wiscwtetst ies 1,727 10 
Remsen, Steuben & Vicinity 

MYY GISy Ns, X utaiee Rutaeaiceae 109 02 
Rusk Co., Texas...... 56 05 
Richland Co., Dak........... 16 85 

Rutherford Co., Tenn.. 66 50 
Rowan Co., N.C.. 42 10 


Richmond & Vicinity, Ind.. 73% 


Red Wing Co., Neb.......... 19 59 
Republican City Bible Com- 

mittees NeD..« «ensralde cess 38 
Stark Co. West, Ohio........ 17 84 
Steuben Co,, Ind..........++. 21 00 
Shelby. Co., Ohio........:... 5 66 
Stephenson Co., Ill.......... 259 22 
St. Louis Co., Minn.......... 26 37 30 89 
Swift Co.(Appleton Branch), 

Dae te cteeiste esi iecicaa ciees 517 
Sacramento, Cal 29 3 
St. Louis, Mo........ 100 00 
Saline CO. NED. .sscbclivee =e 87 84 
Sangamon Core Eli raacterenyectas 16 65 
St. Joseph Co., (Msel sce acer 5 8 
Smith Co.; Texas. .c.5-00056 41 00 
BCom Cox, Ld Joe cus cede 15 19 
Stissex:C0.,. Nidiss- cnet. s thee 80 00 
Schley Cos, Gases esedescarsies 10 00 
Tennessee River, Ala........ 6 20 
TDN Za TFEN a cOhvatalcjeigiaicisnieis niaisesie 50 00 9 00 
Thomas Co., Ga... 515 
MUDIONeY OOs, LU enswasvices ses’ 85. 00 
Viermontssrcsaasscsaaemes oe one 100 00 
Virginia... 870 00 
Vance Co., N.C 80 91 
Wayne Co., Ohi0..6.........+ 62 20 
Wadena Co., Minn.. Sala: 18 33 
(Warren ©o.,.N. Jacusesneeeps Ai 200 00 
Webster Co., Neb..........- Z 54 44 
Wayne Co., Mich........... 5¢ 188 82 
Wayne Co., Ill... 80 00 
Whiteside Co., Ill 100 00 
Yellow Medicine Co., Minn.. 8 04 27 10 


$256 74 8,089 39 
OTHER SOURCES, FOR SALES. 


Rev. John Hinton, Dist.Sup., Minn.. $25 75 

Rev. E. Wright, Dist. RUDE, MO ere 6 25 

Cuba Agency; Cuba...... OF eS Achat ahett') 

Japan Agency, Japan........ 8,784 25 

Levant Agency, Turkey...... --. 5,469 96 

Russian Agency, Russia........0.+.+++ 5,418 05 
$14,697 65 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
TAGES Sis Was eeeiabiaale ceiccicls Sareicinislniviole or 
J. Burr Legacy Fund....... 


UREA AG ALES ros naus dd obieets 


Sales by Colporteurs....... 
Trade Sales .........-.000++: 
Record ee Oe 
Rents. bp 


enw eeeenee 


For General Purposes.........- 
Legacies.........+.++ 
Church Collections... 


dete e nent eee e ners 


 Avails of Sales by those to whom 


Books have been given.......... 


Other Sources, for Sales.....,...+ 
Miscellaneous........--eeeeeecer severe 11/371 2 


Total Receipts...........+++0++- $46,156 16,156 08 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


HON. ENOCH L. FANCHER, LL.D.......----+-+- President. 
REV..EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D........ l Corresponding 
REV. ALEXANDER McLEAN, D.D........ Rosretariok. 
REV. ALBERT S. HUNT, D.D.........----+ ° 

WILLIAM FOULKE, JR.......ceccceecsccsvsvevcce Treasurer. 
QALEB Ty ROW Ey vis ticahiem «cite cei srolsbarnis's oe General Agent. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Letters relating to the general work of the Society in the 
United States or foreign lands, and requests for grants of 
books for distribution at home or abroad, and communications 
for the Bible Society Record, should be addressed to ‘*The 
Secretaries of the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor 
Place, New York.”’ 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to accounts, 
fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, should be 
addressed to ‘‘The Treasurer of the American Bible Society, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society Record, 
ete., and letters in reference to the transmission of the same, 
should be addressed to ‘‘ The General Agent of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, as 
the rule of the Society requires that all sales shail be for cash 
only. No-books are supplied for sale on commission, but as a special 
inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from the catalogue prices és 
made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers in books. 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 


The attention of the public is invited to the large assort- 
ment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Society, and 
for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

The prices of Bibles vary from twenty-five cents to twenty- 
seven dollars. Testaments from jive cents upwards. 


- = 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 


FIELD OF LABOR, NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS. 


Alabama & Florida..........03.+ Rey. Z. A. PARKER, 
: Birmingham, Ala. 
PATIKANSAS's << 6 + orreitituiravia stares it Rev. W. H. VERNOR, D.D., 
: Little Rock, Ark. 
California & Nevada............ Rev. JOHN THOMPSON, 
Oakland, Cal. 
KG BOVOID cies sisiceicisd anne ewe SMS ee Rey. HERBERT P. MYERS, 
Fort Valley, Geo. 
Illinois & Western Indiana...... Rey. E. G. SMrrH, 
Morrison, Whiteside Oo., il, 
BROW EUS toicie sisi Sieur eie oak Rat pranks Rey. JoHN Hoop, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
PARAS 2155 aia sins niats SERRE ..... Rev. 8. D. STORRS, : 
Topeka, Kansas. 
Kentucky & Tennessee......... Rev. Guo. 8. SAVAGE, M.D., 


Covington, Ky. 
Louisiana & Mississippi......... 
Michigan & Wisconsin..........Rey. ANDREW J. MEAD, 
Appleton, Was. 


Minnesota & Dakota............Rev. JOHN HINTON, 
Faribault, Rice Co., Minn. 
Missouri................0.......,.Rev. EDMUND WRIGHT, : 


° St. Louis, Mo, 

Nebraska, Colorado, & Wyo- Ber: GEO. W. WAINWRIGHT 
ATEN <5 03s soi Blair, Neb, 

North & South Carolina........Rev.C. H. WILEY, D.D., | 
. Winston, Forsyth Co., N. C. 

Ohio & Eastern Indiana.........Rev. E. 8. GILLETTE, 

’ Cleveland, Oh 

Oregon & Wash. Ter..........,.Rev. P. C. HETZLER, ; 
Salem, Oregon. 

TOXAS ......0.0.000-+eeeeseeseees REV. WILLIAM B, RANKIN, 


West Virginia........d.cscceceee 


BrsLeE SocrETY RECORD. 


Austin, Texas. . 


ENTERED AT THE POST-OFFICE AT NEW YORK, N. ¥., AS SECOND-CLASS (MAIL) MATTER, 


Volume 31. 


NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 


The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to forward 
their annual reports to the Parent Society promptly. Blank 
forms will be furnished for this purpose on application. 

Whenever a new society is organized, notice of the event 
should be given immediately to the Parent Society, so that it 
may be recognized. The names of its officers and their post- 
office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as haying become auxiliary, 
until it shall have officially communicated to the Parent 
Society that its sole object és to promote the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures without note or comment ; and that tt will place its sur- 
plus revenue, after supplying its own district with the Scriptures, 
at the disposal of the American Bible Society, as long as tt shall 
remain thus connected with it. 


DONATIONS. 

The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The increase of 
the subscription to one hundred and fifty dollars, or the 
contribution of that amount in one payment, constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, formed 
in New York in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, the 
sum of , to be applied to the charitable uses and 
purposes of said Society. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 


To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, the 
Board of Managers will make grants of books, to Auxiliary 
Societies and to other responsible parties, for sale and gratui- 
tous distribution. 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Managers 
grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in view the 
special. necessities of the various classes of persons to be 
supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be given away con- 
sistently with the benevolent ends of the Society. 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for dona- 
tions of books should be presented first to the Auxiliary Soci- 
eties within whose fields the books are to be distributed, and 
whose duty it is to furnish them, if possible. When an Aux- 
iliary is unable to do this, application should be made to this — 
Society, with the endorsement of a responsible officer of the— 
Auxiliary. : 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general work 
from other parties, should each have the endorsement of the 
District Superintendent. ~ 

Public institutions supported by local or State governments, and 
public libraries, colleges, seménaries, and secular schools, do not come 
within the range of charitable objects. 

The American Bible Society expects that due credit will 
be given for its donations by those to whom its books are 
confided for distribution. J ; 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


The price of the Bible Society Record to subscribers, for 
1886, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the United 
States postage in all cases will be prepaid by the Society. 
Twelve copies will be sent to one address for three dollars, — 
in advance. Any life director or life member of this Society 
may receive one copy free of postage by virtue of his mem ss 
bership, on the simple condition that the request for it is renewed 
annually. On the same condition a copy will be sent to pas- 
ue ses churches contributing directly to the funds of the — 

ociety. : : ee 

Three copies will be sent, as heretofore, to the president, 
secretary, and treasurer of each auxiliary from which remit-— 
tances are received. Other copies may be ordered at the 
club rates; but the money should in all cases ac 
the order. 3 

Every person who is entitled to the Record and 
receive it, is specially requested to communicate. 
letter or postal card, giving his post-office address. 


f A 
; i 


